[Lessons of the socioeconomic structure of a cohort of 50 drug addicts infected with HIV and followed up over a year].
Fifty drug addicts, users of intravenous heroin and infected by HIV, with an average age of 28 years, were followed for a period of one year. The purpose was to analyze, as precisely as possible, the medical and social cost of their illness as a function of the stage of the infection to which they belonged. The costs vary significantly according to the age and sex of the patients, and are higher in those patients with stage IV (confirmed clinical AIDS) than with stage II and stage III HIV infection. Although the population of drug addicts infected by HIV is likely to stabilize, the medical and social cost of caring for HIV-infected drug addicts is very heavy, and can be estimated at about 4 to 5 billion french francs by year.